VNPP Legislative Update
Week 2 – 
· Two budget amendments were introduced which would have a direct impact on the implementation of the VICAP or a VICAP-like process to complete an independent assessment of children prior to the authorization of Intensive In-Home, Therapeutic Day Treatment or Mental Health Supports; we have developed a position paper which is posted with the Legislative Plan.

· All of the bills listed last week that we are supporting are proceeding with out much opposition; the ones that effect barriers crimes we continue to watch closely.  None of those will have a negative impact on our ability to recruit and hire staff – at least that appears to be the case at this point.
· We are also watching closely the bills to implement the Governor’s Reorganization plan which formally combines DRS and the Department for Aging and will move the Adult Services section of DSS into the new agency.

This week the two committees dealing with the Budget begin their work in earnest; we are meeting with committee members to help educate them on our issues.
